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On the evening of March 8, in a speech to supporters in central Managua, President Daniel Ortega
said, "The situation in the country is very tense and very complicated. There is a calm like the calm
before a storm. If we do not want to be devastated by a storm of civil war, insurrection and violence,
the contras must be disarmed" (before April 25). After reiterating a promise that the Sandinista
National Liberation Front was prepared to "hand over the keys to the government," he warned that
the transition would be jeopardized by the continued presence of the contras or by any attempt to
threaten the "integrity" of Nicaragua's army and security forces. On March 12 in Santiago, Chile,
President Ortega assured Vice President Quayle that the FSLN would transfer control of the military
and the security police to the National Opposition Union government on April 25. Ortega and
Quayle had traveled to Chile to attend the inauguration ceremonies of President Patricio Aylwin.
Ortega and Quayle talked for more than 90 minutes during a lunch in the presidential palace. In
statements to reporters after the meeting, Ortega said, "I guaranteed to him that the process of
the transfer of power was going to take place with the utmost normalcy." He added that "the best
thing for that purpose would be that the contras cease to exist by April 25." Next, Ortega said that
the transition "will go forward with or without the contras." He said there are "no conditions"
attached to the transfer of power. Quayle told reporters, "He guaranteed me two things. One, on
April 25, he will turn over his presidency to Violeta Chamorro and two, he guaranteed to me that
Violeta Chamorro will appoint all of the ministries, including the Defense Ministry and the Interior
Ministry." Unidentified US officials cited by the New York Times said Ortega expressed willingness
to accept a plan to use UN peacekeeping forces to insure the security of the contras when they
disband. (Basic data from New York Times, 03/10/90, 03/13/90)
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